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INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this thesis is a comprehensive coverage 
of the physical and cultural aspects of the town of Weston. 
From the compilation of factors observed by field-work in 
the town, the author hopes to be able to predict Weston's 
future role in the overall expansion of the city of Boston. 
Each of the geographic factors adds a piece to the 
puzzle which, the author trusts, lead to some accurate 
predictions. Of course, it is impossible to reach any 
completely solid conclusion, due to the changing world we 
live in. Thus, any prediction is dependent on the absence 
of any major upheaval, political or economic, in the near 
future. 
Field-work was very important in this thesis. There 
is very little information to be had concerning Weston in 
libraries. The author interviewed all the industry and 
business owners in the town on the cultural phase. The 
town and State officials were very cooperative also, but 
had very little concrete data which had any bearing on 
the subject. 
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GEOGRAPHY OF WESTON 
PHYSICAL FEATURES 
LOCATION 
Weston is a small town located almost directly west 
of the city of Boston, Massachusetts. It is approximately 
twelve miles from the center of the city by the most 
direct route -- u. s. Highway #20. The town is of a 
compact form rectangularly shaped, being six miles in 
length from north to south and 3.7 miles in width, east to 
west. 
A natural boundary exists on the eastern side of the 
town in the form of Stony Brook Reservoir and the Charles 
River. The large city across the river is Waltham. This 
city has become increasingly important as a business and 
shopping center. This is the result of the congestion of 
the Boston shopping center, and the increased use of the 
automobile in the last decade. 
The boundary on the west is the town of Wayland. The 
land in this toWl~ is generally lower than in Weston. The 
Sudbury River flows through Wayland and, since it has a 
very low gradient, the town is quite marshy. 
The southern boundary is the town of Wellesley, one 
of the wealthy suburban communities, which Weston is 
emulat~ng, as will be explained later. 
North of Weston is the town of Lincoln, separated from 
Weston by Stony Brook. Lincoln has little of noteworthy 
importance, except for its apple orchards. It is a typical 
small New England town with its village green, surrmiJiid.e.d .· 
by the usual white church, town hall and library. 
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CLIMATE 
Weston is in the humid Continental Sector o~ the United 
States. There is a slight marine in~luence on the clLffiate 
due to its proximity to the Atlantic Ocean. The town has 
long, cold winters with heavy snow-~all and medium-short 
summers. The climate according to Koeppen classi~ication is 
Dfb. The average February temperature in Boston is 29.80F. as 
compared with an average o~ 26°F. in Weston. This is 
evidence o~ the much smaller oceanic e~fect on ameliorating 
temperatures inland. When Boston proper is having rain with 
the temperature near freezing, twelve miles away, Weston may 
be receiving its precipitation ~rom the same storm as snow. 
The July average temperature in Weston is 700F. and in 
Boston 72oF. The di~~erence in elevation between Weston 
and Boston apparently is more important than the cooling 
e~~ect of the ocean on the city. Another possible explanation 
for the apparent anomaly o~ a cooler temperature inland in 
summer is the daily range-i.e., the temperature during the 
daylight hours may be higher and the night-time temperatures 
lower in Weston than in Boston, thus giving a twenty-four 
hour average lower than that o~ Boston. 
The rain~all average in Weston is 42.78 inches yearly, 
with each mont~ receiving over three inches. The evenness 
. I 
of the rainfall throughout the year is distinctive in 
comparison to fther rainfall regimes around the world, most 
of which show ~ well-marked maximum in some month of the 
year. 
TEMPERATURES 
The maxim.l!ll temperature recorded in Weston was 98oF. 
as compared wirh 1040F. for Boston. Minimum temperature 
recorded is -2i°F. in Weston. Minimum for Boston is -l80F. 
PRECIPITATION FIGURES 
BOSTON WESTON 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
3.39 
3.13 
3.60 
3.67 
2.87 
3.22 
3.27 
3.28 
3.45 
2.78 
2.87 
3.41 
38.94 
3.63 
2.46 
3.,79 
3.96 
3.11 
4.16 
3.31 
3.78 
5.04 
2.98 
3.21 
3.35 
42.78 
The average growing season at Weston is 148 days. The 
last frost is ln May 
October 4. Thlre is 
between the high and 
9 and the first frost in Fall is 
some small variation in frost-time 
low areas, due to the tendency of cold 
air to settle in the valleys. Earlier frosts in liall and 
later ones in Spring are the rule in these lower sections. 
- -- - ~ - --- - ~ - - -- -- - -- - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - ----- - - -
TOPOGR.I\.PHY 
The town has been extensively glaciated. The underlying 
bedrock of gnekss and schist of ancient origin has been 
exposed at manrl points. on hill tops. .The northeast section 
of the town·is dominated by Cat Rock Hill with an elevation 
of three hundr~d and thirty-four feet. There is a steep 
slope westward to the Cherry Brook, a drop of two hundred 
and fifty feet within fifteen hundred yards. West of Cherry 
Brook through '-'he northern section, the land is relatively 
flat, with an ~levation of between one hundred and fifty and 
two hundred fe~t. The ecologic center of the town is here 
as well. Rout~ 20 follows this flat area across the town, 
avoiding the elevations to either side. The southern 
section of the town is very hilly, with two hills over three 
hundred and fi ty feet in elevation. In the southeastern 
section of the town, Doublet Hill rises from the thirty-five 
foot elevation of the Charles River to three hundred and 
fifty-six feet a rise of over three hundred feet within a 
mile. In gene~al, the higher part of town is the southern 
section. . 
Drainage ls by a number of small brooks rather than · 
one large rivel, owing to the uneven surface configuration 
I 
of the town. In the southeast sector, Pine Brook and 
Meadow Brook d1ain into the Charles River. In the southwest, 
-- -- - -- - ~- --- - ~-- --- -- --- -~--- - --- --- -- -- -
a number of small brooks drain into Nonesuch Pond, which in 
turn flows into Bogle Brooke This brook crosses into 
Wellesley, into Morse Pond, and after a winding course, 
finally enters the Charles River. The entire Northern 
section is drained by Cherry Brook and Stony Brook, which 
unite halfway across town and flow southeastward to the 
Charles River. The Fitchburg Division of the Boston and 
Maine Railroad follows the bed of the Charles River most 
of the way through Weston. 
In summary, almost all of the town's water run-off is 
to the Charles River, either to the south or the east. One 
small stream in the northwest section drains into the Sudbury 
River to the west, but it is insignificant in comparison to 
the larger brooks draining eastward. The land slopes east-
ward with the streams generally flowing eastward. This 
brings out the point that Weston is a portion of the 
perimeter of the Boston Basin, as the low-lying area around 
Boston is called. From the observatory tower of Regis 
College, one can see most of Boston, with the exception 
of the portion hidden by isolated drumlins. Weston can be 
considered the area of the first general rise in land west 
of Boston. 
There are a few areas of marshy land in the northwest 
section. Development wi~l be impeded until they are 
adequately drained. The southwest section, near Nonesuch 
Pond is also somewhat marshy, but would be much more easily 
s. 
··~ 
reclaimed than the northwest section. 
NATUEAL VEGETATION 
The natural vegetation of Weston is Eixed coniferous 
and deciduous forest. The only section which still has a 
large stand of trees is along the western border of town. 
The balance of the town is thinned-out trees in residential 
sectionsJ and small areas of swampland and brush cover. 
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SOILS 
The soils in this part of the United States are of the 
gre¥-brown forest group. They are typical of the moist 
.lands of northeast United States. They are much more fertile 
than the red and yellow soils in the southeast part of the 
country. In general, they stand up well with good care. 
Their natural vegetation is deciduous and coniferous trees. 
They are l±me-losing soils due to the heavy amount of rain 
in relation to the small amount of evaporation. The same 
amount of rain in lower latitudes with a higher evaporation 
rate would make them leached and acid. The name given to 
these leached acid soils is Pedalfer. Since the grey-
brown forest soils are a transition area between the red and 
yellow soils and the podzolic soils, there can be found 
both types within the grey-brown group. There is no sharp 
boundary between types of soil. Rather, there is a general 
grading from one type to another. 
Glacial transport has brought a great deal of the present 
soil from the Merrimack Valley to the north. The soils in 
Weston still have an immature profile, since the glacier-
deposited materials were not separated as to texture. 
The soils in this area are predominately of the 
Gloucester Series. The map attached is in conjuntion 
11. 
with the explanations below. 
G.R.-Gloucester Stony Loam-has a surface layer one 
inch or more thick of' black leaf' mold resting on dark bro\~ 
loam to a depth of' f'ive inches. This soil is widely dis-
tributed, occurring in the towns of' Concord, Framingham 
and Acton, as well as Weston. Drainage is well established 
in areas w~th this soil. The soil is usable only f'or 
growing forage for dairy farms. 
G.V.-Gloucester yery Stony Loam-is similar to G.R., 
but has many more small stones. 
G.F.-Gloucester Fine Sandy Loam is finer than G. R. 
- ' 
It has proved very good f'or market gardening. 
M.P.-Muck and Peat-the muck is more extensive in Weston. 
It contains twelve to f'if'teen inches of' organic matter. 
This layer is underlain by dark brown or almost black less 
decomposed organic matter three to five feet in thickness. 
Muck is underlain everywhere by a compact bed of' gray and 
white sand. It is found in stream bottoms and larger swamps. 
These soils have little agricultural value due to their 
need of adequate draining. Where they have been drained, 
as in Lexington and Concord, the land is used for market 
gardening. Celer~ onions and corn are the main crops. 
M.Y.-Merrimac Fine Sandy Loam-is found in wooded 
areas with eight to ten inches of dark-brown soil. The 
subsoil is yellowish brown, fine loam becoming pale yellow 
12. 
and mealy with depth. This oil occurs on level stream 
terraces throughout the southern section of Middlesex 
County and on terraces of the Merrimack River in the 
northern section of the county. It lies from twenty to 
fifty feet above the stream level. Although not extensive 
in area, it is very good agricultural soil. It has much 
fewer stones and can be worked more easily than most soils 
in this part of the state. 
H. Y. -Hincldey Fine Sandy Loam-has three or four inches 
of dark-brown fine sandy loam. The subsoil is gravelly 
at a depth of six inches with larger boulders further down. 
This soil is quite poor. It is derived from coarse glacial 
drift, occurring on kame forms. It is made up mostly of 
granite, gneiss and other geologically ancient crystalline 
rocks. Drainage is internal, usually to the extent that 
~ 
any crops would suffer in dry seasons. It is excellent for 
poultry farms, since its dry surface keeps the hens from . 
catching cold. 
From the types of soil, it is evident that there was 
great glacial activity in Weston. The Gloucester soils(G.R.) 
are developed from Upland Drift. Thus the town has 
predominately drift material as can be seen on the Soils Map. 
The Merrimack Soil (M.Y.) in the central part of the town 
suggests former lake beds he~e, possibly formed by 
morainic damming. The Hinckley Soils (H.Y.) are usually 
found on kame hills. This soil is in evidence in the 
14. 
northern section of the town~ but there is no hill here. 
~herefore it must have been washed down from hills north 
of the town boundary in Lincoln. It is also possible that 
this soil may have been laid down as a residual mantle on 
Cat Rock Hill and later eroded off to the western slope of 
the hill. 
Eskers are present along the east bank of the Charles 
River along Route #30. They are further evidence of 
glacial activity in the area. ·Their direction is northeast 
to southwest .. Since the glacier's sub~erranean stream was 
flowing in this direction, the chances are that this was 
the .direction of advance and retreat of the great ice river. 
WATER SUPPLY 
Weston has two reservoirs, the Norurabega Reservoir and 
the Weston Reservoir. (See Base Map) It would be logical 
to surmise that they provided the water for the town. This 
is not the case, surprisingly enough. There is no outlet 
from either of these reservoirs to the town water supply. 
Weston Reservoir is part of the gravity flow water system 
from Clinton Reservoir to Boston. Norumbega Reservoir is 
a pressure flow water system coming directly from Quabbin 
Reservoir. 
In the past, Weston had a community well near the 
business section on Route 20. Farms and estates drilled 
their own wells. .As the town grew, there was more and more 
need for a larger water supply. The town could have 
connected with the Weston Reservoir. However, the cost 
would have been prohibitive. The Metropolitan Water Wovks, 
which controls the water from the large reservoirs in the 
western part of the state, includes with the cost of its 
water used, the cost of upkeep and maintenance on that part 
of the pipeline going through the town. .Another factor 
which kept Weston from using the state water was the small 
amount of water pipe in the town. State water would be 
serving only a very small part of the town. Even today, 
west of the business section, both north and south, have 
16. 
not water lines. 
The solution to Weston's problem was found by a priest 
from Weston College who was employed by the town to find 
a large producing well. The priest found water near 
Nickerson Field. (See Land Use Map P) This large well 
provides the bulk of Weston's water today. There are two 
other wells in the northern part of town of lesser 
importance to the town. 
There are three stand-pipes where water is stored. 
The largest water tank is atop Cat Rock Hill. (See 
Topographic Map) This tank has a capacity of 846~000 gallons. 
There is another tank on Doublet Hill which has a capacity 
of 775,000 gallons. The third and smallest tank, with a 
capacity of 400,000 gallons is located on the 300-350 foot 
contour interval in the southwest section of the town. The 
small rise on which it rests has no name. 
There is a small section in the southeast part of the 
area where water is supplied by a private well owned by a 
Mr. Hubbard. With the rapid growth of this outlier of 
Wellesley, the well water supply became inadequate. Today 
water is piped in from the Wellesley water system. 
Eventually state water will be used. As growth continues, 
more water will be needed which the town wells cannot 
supply. 
17. 
SEWAGE 
There is no sewage system in the town. Each home must 
have its private septic tank or cesspool. Some housing 
developments in the northern part of town have a common 
septic tank, but most homes and estates have private 
disposal. 
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CULTURAL FEATURES 
OF THE 
TOWN OF WESTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
19. 
CULTURAL FEATURES 
HISTORY 
According to historians, Norsemen inhabited much of 
the area on the west bank of the Charles River in Weston. 
They were here five hundred years before Columbus discovered 
America. According to a Harvard professor, they lived for 
three hundred years in the southeast section of Weston, now 
called the Norumbega area. There are numerous small towers 
along the river with Runic inscriptions. The Runic 
inscriptions are attributed to ancient inhabitants of Sweden. 
There is still a tower standing near Route 20 on the 
western side of the Charles River. 
Early English inhabitants of Massachusetts.considered 
Weston the end of the world. An example of this concerns 
the building of a bridge across the Charles River about 
1700. There was a grist mill on the Weston side of the 
river and the miller petitioned the town of Watertown to 
build a bridge to his mill. The town fathers turned down 
the request on the grounds that a bridge across the Charles 
River and a road westward would never be necessary. 
Weston was originally part of Watertown. The Town of 
Watertown was founded in 1630 and the earliest mention of 
I habitation in Weston was 1642. The to~m was recognized as 
a separate entity and incorporated in 1712. During its 
20. 
very early history, it was the farmland area for Watertown. 
When later it became independent, it continued on essent~ally 
as a community of small independent farms. Farming gradually 
became less important with the development of better lands 
in Western Massachusetts, until today Weston is virtually 
a residential town. 
21. 
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POPULATION 
The population of Weston has grown very slowly over 
the years, although percentage-wise it has gained a great 
deal. Urbanization of our society with the industrial 
revolution caused an influx into the city of Boston until 
the last twenty years, when suburban expansion reached the 
town. 
Year 1910 1920 1930 1940 1945 1950 
Population 2100 2282 3332 3590 4473 4904 
Ratio to 
1930 63% 68% 
Ratio to 
lOO% 10'7% 134% 150% 
Middlesex 
·County 71% 83% lOOJb 102% 109% 112% 
With over seventeen square miles of area and within 
twelve miles of Boston, it should have grown much more 
rapidly, were it not for the restrictions the town govern-
ment has placed upon landowning. The three major residential 
centers as depicted on the Land Use are; the southeastern 
corner of the town,along Route 20 in the geographic center 
of the town, and the north central section. 
The population graph was made on semi-log paper to show 
the true percentage gain in population through the years. 
Ordinary graph paper would give a distorted rate of growth 
in population. For exampl~, if the population of a town was 
1000 and increased 500 over a year, the growth would be 
fifty percent. However, if the town has a population of 
5000 in a later year and adds a population of 500, the rate 
of growth is only ten percent. The rise in population ~s 
equal on ordinary graph paper. 
A one hundred year period was thoughtto be representative 
of population trend. From a study of the graph, certain 
periods stand out. From 1850 through 1870, the population 
was rather static. The town had a population of 1205 in 
1850. This made it one o.f the larger suburban towns. 
Watertown had a population of only 2800 in 1850. In the 
last hundred years Weston has grown fivefold while Watertown 
has grown twentyfold. From 1870 through 1920, the growth 
.slope i~ quite smooth. During the boom period of 1920-1930 
occnrredthe greatest rate of growth Weston has had. 
Financial prosperity was at a high and people migrated to 
the smaller, more peaceful towns such as Weston. Before 
1920, few people could afford to maintain a home twelve 
miles from the city. The depression years of 1930-1940 cut 
down the influx of people. Home building was at almost a 
standstill and people had to scrape to pay for food and 
cover. A home away from the city was not within reach of 
many. The period from 1940-1950 has witnessed another high 
rate of growth in population. The graph shows that it has 
not equalled the rise of 1920-1930. The major reason that 
rate of growth is not larger is the isolationist policy of 
the town. 
24. 
Racially, eighty five percent of the people are native-
born white, thirteen percent are foreign-born and 5/±00 
percent are negro. There is a substantially higher percent 
of native-born white, and a lower percent of foreign-born 
and negro than the balance of Middlesex County. Generally 
speaking, it is a young community. Seventy percent of 
the people are over twenty-one years of age, but only 
seven and six-tenths percent are sixty-five years and over. 
Children under five years of age account for 205& of the 
population. The major reason for the comparative youth 
of the population is the result of young couples with 
children moving out to an area which has an excellent en-
vironment for children. 
The economic status of the population is very 
interesting. Average rentals were $74 in 1940 compared to 
$37 average for Middlesex County as a whole. It is logical 
to say that today rentals must also be close to 100% higher 
than that of surrounding towns. 
The population is .08% of the total of all Middlesex 
County, but the residential rental value is sixteen percent. 
Thus the per capita residential rental valuation is twice 
that of the county as a whole. Weston is definitely a 
wealthy community. 
There are no figures available concerning the 
occupations of the wage-earners of Weston. However, the 
city of Wellesley is economically much the same as Weston 
25. 
'. 
and the percentages below can be considered very close to 
what would be expected in Weston. 
Occupation 
Professional 
Farmers 
Clerical 
Proprietors and Managers 
Wellesley State 
It is interesting to note the much larger percentage 
of professional people compared to the State as a whole. 
In the 1948 Presidential election, the town of Weston 
voted 80.8% Republican and 17.7% Democrat. This preponder-
ance of Republicans is typical of the suburbs of Boston 
and is even more pronounced in Weston than in other towns 
close by. 
26. 
DIRECTION OF TOWN'S GROWTH 
Weston was first settled in what today is the business 
and government center of the town. The major reason for 
its growth was its proximity to the main road to Worcester. 
At first there were two taverns around which homes sprtmg 
up. The balance of Weston of today was large farms. The 
populated section around Route 20 is still isolated. The 
three major population centers of the town are entities, 
with no solid residential areas connecting one with 
another. 
The area of small homes in the north central section 
is the poorer section of town. To the south of this area, 
along Conant Road, there are many expensive homes. These 
people hold the land between Weston center and the new 
housing section. In order to protect the value of their 
large homes~ they have refused to sell any of their estate 
land for homes in the lower price ranges. 
The southern part of the town, with a concentrated 
population, is not joined to Weston Center for two reasons. 
First, the land is an outlying section of Wellesley which 
has expanded into the town of Weston and thus did not spring 
from Weston Center. Secondly, the southempart of the town 
is cut off from Weston Center by an almost continuous belt 
of land which is owned by the State. Weston Reservoir has 
27. 
a right of way across town and the reservoir !tself takes 
up quite a stretch of land. The Weston Country Club and 
the Pine Brook Country Club also have large holdings 
between Weston Center and the southeast corner. 
28. 
HOUSING 
The latest figures show Weston has eight hundred and 
fifty-six housing units, of which seven hundred and ninety-
four were occupied, sixty percent by owners and forty 
percent by tenants. There is a substantial proportion of 
summer homes and at last check sixty percent of all the 
housing units were mortgaged. 
Dollars 
0 - 2,000 
2,000 - 3,000 
3,000 - 4,000 
4,000 - 5,000 
5,000 - 6,000 
6,000 - 7,000 
7,000 - 8,000 
10,000 -20,000 
20,000 -40,000 
40,000 - and above 
Valuation of Homes 
Percentage 
.3 
9.1 
10 
10 
8 
16 
14 
20 
7.3 
1.7 
From the above figures, it is evident that there is a 
large proportion of houses in the high value brackets. 
Thirty percent of the homes are above $10,000 with the modes 
between $10,000 and $20,000. 
The total land in the town is 17.17 square miles or 
10,989 acres, of which 4,621 acres either are, or can be 
made suitable for residence. For development in tracts 
of five acres or more, 1,344 acres are now suitable for 
'741 new buildings. The total land suitable for homes 
29. 
would give space for 2,443 dwelling. In the years 1949-
1951, permits for 241 single house units were issued in 
Weston. This is a rate of building of 48 units per 
thousand population. The entire Metropolitan Boston 
average of houses built was 17 per 1,000 persons. Some 
other representative rates in towns near Weston are: 
Town 
Lincoln 
Natick 
Framingham 
Lexington 
Wayland 
Watertown 
Waltham 
Weston 
Units per 1000 population. 
49 
73 
31 
59 
81 
12 
21 
48 
It can be seen from the above figures that Weston 
is far from the fastest growing town in the area. Wayland 
has had nearly twice the building boom. The reason for 
the small figures in Waltham and Watertown is the scarcity 
of land left to be developed in these suburban areas. 
Wayland is a town much like Weston. Why then should 
building proceed at twice the rate in Wayland? There 
are a number of reasons. Foremost is the fact that the 
largest part of Weston is zoned for lots of at least 
40,000 feet. 'l'his, coupled with the higher price of land 
in Weston,makes it prohibitive. for people of modest means 
to buy land here. Wayland, on the other hand, has most 
of its area zoned for lots as small as 10,000 feet and its 
land prices are much less expensive. 
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Tax rates in Weston have ranged from $20.50 in 1930 
to $24.50 in 1946 and $27.50 in 1947. The 1951 tax rate 
was $38.70. The tax rate in itself is not extremely high 
when compared with the suburbs of Boston. However, it is 
abnormally high for towns this far from the center of the 
city. Another factor making the tax rate high is the 
large lot zoning. Since one must have on the average at 
least 30~000 square feet, the tax is generally higher 
than a smaller piece of land with a higher tax rate. 
SCHOOLS 
Weston has an excellent public school system. The 
town has just completed a new high school which has more than 
adequate quarters. This new high school is being used for 
grades seven to twelve. This eliminates the need for a 
junior high school. The first six grades are housed in the 
old high school. 
The reason for this arrangement is to provide for the 
bumper crop of babies who will reach high school within the 
next ten years. When the high school is filled with grades 
nine to twelve, the seven to nine grades will be housed 
in the old high school. An elementary school will be built 
then to house the first six grades. 
Another reason for this arrangement is the comparative 
inexpensiveness of an elementary school compared with 
building another large high school. 
Weston spent 35% of its income on schooling during 
the past fiscal year. This amounts to $311,000. The cost 
of schooling per student was over $300 in 1950. This was 
the highest rate in the state. 
the entry of more students. 
It has since declined with 
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TRANSPORTATION 
The most widely used mode of travel in Weston is the 
automobile. The main route in the southern part of town 
is Route #30, which is a continuation of Commonwealth 
Avenue, Newton8 This road crosses from east to west through 
Weston• Lately it has become more important as a shortcut 
and scenic drive to the nshopper' s Worldtt in Frruningham. 
This road has been utilized by trucking for some time due 
to the restrictions on other highways concerning heavy trucks. 
To the north of Route #30 almost bisecting the town 
east to west is the historic Boston Post Road or Route 
u. s. 20. This same road, which extends to the Pacific 
Coast in Oregon if followed to its culmination, is a very 
busy road with much of the westward traffic from the 
northern part of Boston, and a favorite truck route. It 
has one major drawback. vVhen using this road toward Boston 
it is necessary to go through the center of the city of 
Waltham, which has a total of ten traffic lights strategical-
ly timed to stop your car at every block. There is still a 
great deal of traffic over this road despite its short-
comings. 
The business center of Weston was at one time on the 
main road, but with the increased volume of traffic, a 
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bypass has been constructed. This is typical of Weston. 
They would rather preserve the rustic quality of their 
village center than reap any increased business activity 
from the passage through town of more prospective customers. 
In the northern part of town is the road known in 
Weston as North Avenue. It is Route #117, a two lane 
road and of less importance than Routes 20 and 30. The town 
roads are in better general condition than those of its 
neighboring towns to the west. 
The Northern Circumferential Highway, or, as it is 
popularly known, Route 128, has been left till last since 
it is of little or no importance to Weston. It borders 
the southeast side of the town from Route 20 to the 
R~verside Golf Course in the southeast corner of the town. 
It would have had more effect on Weston if it had been a 
direct road to and from Boston, thereby cutting down 
the time necessary to commute. As it is, providing a bypass 
for the city of Boston, it serves no purpose to the out-
lying communities whose main travelling is done to and from 
Boston. 
There is bus service provided by the Boston and 
Worcester Street Railway along the Boston Post Road. There 
are also four trains daily on the Clinton brance of the 
Boston and Maine, which take thirty minutes to get to Bos~on. 
The public conveyances, both train and bus, occupy a minor 
role in the transportation picture in the town. An 
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automobile is truly a necessity. 
There are 1,322 automobiles in Weston as of 1951. This 
gives an average of better than one automobile to 3.8 
persons, including men, women and children. 
The roads are maintained by the to~m with the exception 
of State Routes 117 and 30, which are maintained by the 
State. United States Federal Highway 20 is administered 
by the Massachusetts Highway Department. 
36. 
• 
MANUFACTURING 
There is very little manufacturing in the town. The 
two industrial areas on the Land Use Map are near Route 20. 
The one in the west central sector is the establishment of 
B. L. Ogilvie, a lumber, building material, sand and lime 
company. Mr. Ogilvie cuts a small amount of timber along 
the western side of town, and has a small sawmill near his 
place of business. Most of the lumber he has in his yard 
is shipped in from Maine-and New Hampshire. He also ships 
poultry feed to surrounding towns• farms. 
The major industry in town is the Massachusetts Broken 
Stone Company, which was founded in 1916. The company has 
a permanent working staff of sixty men. This is unique 
since most gravel pits lay off their men during the·winter•s 
slack road-building season. They produce a number of sizes 
of gravel from their quarry, which has reached a depth of 
one hundred and fifty feet. The rock, a type of gneiss, 
measures up to number 14 on the Marlborough Hardness Test. 
The company is now making a new type of road material 
called Bituminous .Asphalt. It is a mixture of coal tar 
with gravel. This combination gives an extra long wearing 
road surface. The company's customers are eighty percent 
town, city and Federal governments. The building of Route 
128 was a real windfall to this company, since they are 
situated right next to the road, thus cutting down 
.,..,· 
transportation cost, which is the largest item in the gravel 
business. 
Due to the proximity of a number of other gravel 
companies around Boston, the business has not dop.e too,_wEfl,l 
·:•·. . ~· 
and promises no great expansion in the near future. 
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BUSINESS. 
Weston Tree Nursery, Inc. has an area of two hun~red 
acres devoted to evergreens predominately. They also grow 
other species of trees as well as shrubs, roses, vines, 
perennials and fruit stock trees.. Their major business is 
supplying stores with shrubs and trees in a wholesale 
capacity. Their main office and greenhouses are situated 
south of Route 30 on the west side of to\vn,. (See Land Use 
Map) Norumbega Nursery is situated on Route 20 on the 
eastern side of town. It carries on the same activities as 
the Weston Nursery, only most of its business is done 
through its roadside stand. 
Dean Dairy, another of the town's businesses has 
forty-five cows on its Weston farm. The entire dairy, 
including its farms outside of Weston has a total of over 
two hundred cows. The Dairy is located almost on the 
Wayland line along Route 20. The Dairy has a large roadside 
ice cream stand on the premises. Their milk is sold 
entirely to Deerfoot Farms. The cream used in their ice 
' cream is bought from Deerfoot Farms, thus saving them the 
trouble of separating the milk. Their ice cream is made 
at another branch of the dairy near the Waltham-Watertown 
line. 
Westonts shopping center consists of a number of small 
stores. They include a tailor shop 7 two drug stores, two 
small grocery stores, a hairdressing salon and a gift shop. 
All the stores together would hardly make up a city block. 
The major reason for the dearth of shopping facilities is 
the proximity of the large Waltham center and 11 Shopper·r s 
World11 ·in Framingham. Most families in Weston have food 
freezers. As a result, they can do their shopping for 
long periods ahead, making it practical for them to find 
bargains outside of Weston. 
MAPS. 
TOPOGRAPHIC MAP. 
This map was made on a large scale in order to make 
the small variations in relief discernible. It was made 
as an overlay to the Base Map in order to show the effect 
of elevation on human endeavor. It is easily seen that 
the main roads generally follow along the same elevation. 
Thus Route 20 is almost entirely between the 150 and 200 
foot contour interval. Route 117 follows between 100 and 
150 foot contour interval. Route 30 is the most hilly 
road crossing six 50 foot contour intervals. Also, the 
reason for some roads apparently ending in dead-ends on an 
ordinary map becomes apparent when the topographic sheet 
is lain over it. Many of these roads terminate on the 
steep side of a hill. An example can be seen on Doublet 
Hill. The railroad also skirts the contour lines as it 
follows the relatively flat valley in the northern section 
of tovm. The use of color brings out the differentiation 
in altitude much better than plain numbered lines. 
LAND USE MAP 
The most ~~riking point of the land use map is the 
great amo1,Ult of forest land remaining in the town. It also 
becomes evident that the western part of the town is 
sparsely inhabited compared to the eastern section when 
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the residential areas are brought out. It was the author's 
intention to use color for each division of land utilization, 
but the kaleidoscopic effect·would have been too confusing. 
Therefore, symbols included with color were used. 
BASE MAP 
This map is meant to serve as a background for the overlays. 
The roads were made abnormally large to provide delineations 
and check-points for the overlays. All but the major routes 
were le.ft unnamed to prevent confusion when the overlays 
are used. 
CARTOGRAPHY 
The base map was the first map made. It is the result 
of enlarging a Geological Survey Quadrangle Map. The quad-
rangle map was first blocked into squares. The base map was 
then ruled in larger squares and the features drawn in with 
the squares as guidelines. The topographic map was made in 
the same manner. The land use map was made through the use 
of aerial photographs and by automobile reconnaissance. 
The Leroy lettering set was used almost exclusively in 
the cartographic work. The one exception was a speedball 
pen used on the base map roads. A ship's curve and a French 
curve were used on the railroads and Route 128. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS AND EXPLA!ATIONS 
Photographs were taken in order to bring out certain 
points clearly. Locations have been made on the 
Transportation map by number . The points can be much more 
accurately placed and located with the roads as ruide points . 
-· 
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The purpose of pictur~l,2 and 7 is to show the 
representative house types in the town. Photograph 1 shous 
a smaJl home which is typ1.ca.l of the northeastern 
residential section . The house has very little land and 
no garage . Its prototype can be seen in any new housing 
development around Boston. Photograph 2 shows the latest 
trend in housing development . This house is located on the 
former Trapelo Golf Club . There are seven houses of this 
modernistic architecture near the house depicted. As can 
be seen, little has been done in the way of landscaping 
the general area . Picture 'I shows a typical horne in the 
southeast section of town on Doublet Hill . (see Topographic 
Hap) The house has over two acres of land. It is 
obviously one of the wealthier sections . 
Photograph 3 1as taken to emphasize the inadequacy of 
the shopn ng center . It is obvious ~hen seen in a 
photograph the limited faciliti~s offered by the town . If 
it vere not for the large nearby shoppin~ center" in 
ltham ana ellesley, this site would undoubtedly be much 
larger. 
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Photographs 4 and 6 show two business interests in 
the tovn of Weston . Photograph 4 is a view of Dean Dairy's 
main barn . It is obviously in a run- down conaition. The 
dairy ' s main function now is the sale of ice cream in its 
roadside stands . The sale of milk to Deerfoot Fanns is a 
secondary objective . Photograph 6 is a view of the Weston 
Nurseries ' main office and greenhouse in the background. 
From these two pictures , the small scale of enternrises in 
Weston is evident. 
5.-
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Photographs 5 and 8 are vie~s of Route 128. This six 
lone highway only recently completed is of little consequence 
since it skirts along 1 side of eaton . In picture 8 the 
Riverside Golf Course can be seen beyond the highway. (Land 
Use Map) . Picture 5 shows a granitic ledge along Route 
128 near Stony Brook Reservoir . It is one of the few points 
in eaton where bed rock can be observed. 
7. 
CONCLUSIONS 
Weston is almost a completely residential town. Those 
sections which are not built up in houses are largely held 
by estates which at one time controlled the entire town. 
Growth is controlled by large lot restrictions and 
very strict building laws. The town still has a great 
many good large tracts sui t·able for building. The western 
section of the town is held by a few people whose holdings 
are gradually being broken up. There is not any water 
system in the western section. This will slow up any 
development augmenting the restricting laws in isolating 
the town. The eastern section is in a somewhat better 
position with a water system connecting most of it. Home 
development in the near future will probably be here. 
In 1947 the Weston Planning Board approved the 
subdivision of 123 lots. Most of these lots are not yet 
built on. Ninety percent of the homebuilding is by owners. 
The subdivisions are for the sale of land, rather than 
housing developments. Developers, which in this case are 
the homeowners themselves, are required to put in all 
streets and services at their own expense. As a result, 
~ people must have quite a bit of capital to build in Weston. 
Land prices are high and the land is very carefully 
held to keep the owner's equity safe. The value of 
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property ranks with the highest in the state. It is truly 
an expensive community and will continue to be so unless 
drastic changes are made. One change which may open up the 
town is the now-proposed Western Express Highway 
recommended as part of the Metropolitan Boston Master Plan. 
This highway passing through Weston, would increase the 
pressure for residence in Weston and lower the price of 
land, since most people do not wish to live on a main 
thoroughfare. This is especially true as most people 
living in Weston are there to escape the city life with 
its attendant traffic and noise. 
Due to the present barriers to development, the 
suburban movement is jumping over Weston to Wayland and 
Natick, both of which are expanding twice as fast as 
Weston. 
Property values should be well-sustained as under 
current high building costs, new home building has the 
advantage of competing only with high-priced homes. Thus 
a person building a new home in Weston has little to fear 
that the neighborhood will deteriorate and with it his 
property value. 
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FUTURE 
The estimated population of Weston for 1955 is 6,500 
or an increase of 1500 people from 1951. By 1970 it is 
expected the population will be 10,500 people. 
The author believes that the increased emphasis on 
decentralization of living quarters will bring pressure 
to bear on Weston within the next ten years. This 
pressure will necessitate state action on building 
restrictions now imposed by the town. 
The City of Boston must expand westward and Weston is 
the frontier of the less densely settled areas. True, 
the town ~be bypassed for some time, but eventually it 
must give in. A good parallel case .on a smaller scale is 
present in Watertown. A large golf course has been 
completely encompassed by dwellings. The land valuation 
has risen to a point where any large open area such as a 
golf course is financially prohibitive. The landowners in 
Weston m~y hold out for a while, but eventually their 
attempt to make their town an island unto itself will fail. 
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The largest portion of the thesis was done without 
formal reference material. The author is indebted to a 
number of persons without whose help the thesis would have 
been impossible. 
The State Planning Board offered material concerning 
housing in the town of Weston. The Registry of Motor 
Vehicles and the Department of Public Works were of great 
service. 
The Faculty of Weston and Regis Colleges gave a great 
I deal of help on the physical aspects of the area. 
Of greatest help on both physical and cultural aspects 
was Mr. Stimpson, ~he Town Engineer of Weston. 
Much of the history was obtained from an authority 
-on Weston, Mr. Ripley of the Assessorts Office. 
The Soil Conservation Service in Concord made 
arrangements for the aerial photographs of the area. The 
Waltham Field Station helped with the soil usage. 
The proprietors of Dean Dairy, Weston Tree Nurseries, 
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vii. 
B. L. Oglivie Lumber Yard and Massachusetts Broken Stone 
were very hospitable in allowing the author to take so 
much of their time for interviews. 
All the above named helped where they could, but the 
fact is that there has been little written in the past on 
the specific town of Weston. This thesis is primarily field 
work and as a result has no bibliography of any significance • 
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